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Introduction 
A petition has been submitted to the Scottish Government by Mr Ian Munn (Petition 
No. PE1654) as follows: 
 
“Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to develop a 
statutory code on stakeholder engagement for the forestry industry based on the 
CONFOR guidance and provide a role for a Scottish Government body to oversee 
the implementation of and compliance with the code”. 
 
Petition background information 
The forestry industry, both the Forestry Commission and individual private 
companies, are currently allowed to damage the environment, roads and property 
without having to make good the damage they cause. Although operational 
guidelines exist (e.g. Confederation of Forest Industries' 'Confor' "Stakeholder 
engagement guidance note 2015"), they are purely voluntary, which regrettably 
means that those involved in the extraction and transport of timber are not required 
to comply. They can and do damage roads and verges, they operate during anti-
social hours and do not, as a matter of course, liaise with those local communities 
who are directly affected by their activities. 
 
Councils have no power and no stomach for legal action, meaning that timber 
hauliers can and do cause damage to private property and the wider environment 
without having to make good. They are 'a law unto themselves', which must stop! 
 
The Scottish Government needs to enshrine the Confor guidelines into legislation 
such that the public and the environment are protected from this unscrupulous 
industry. This needs to happen now before irreparable damage is caused to our 
roads and local communities.” 
 
Response 
The following provides an Officer level response from North Ayrshire Council to the 
petition. 
 
North Ayrshire Council is a member of the Ayrshire and South Lanarkshire Timber 
Transport Group (TTG).  This group is comprised of representatives from: timber 
transport operators; the Local Authorities; forestry operators; Confor; Forest 
Enterprise; Forestry Commission; and the South of Scotland Timber Transport 
Officer.  The Timber Transport Officer role is also part funded by North Ayrshire 
Council. The group meets regularly to discuss all matters relating to timber transport 
and is active in seeking voluntary solutions to issues raised. It also seeks 
improvement strategies that are embraced by the industry. 
 
The Ayrshire Timber Transport Strategy was developed by the TTG and provides a 
strategy for using local roads. This contains information on how timber is transported 
throughout the area and an agreed routes map which identifies: appropriate routes; 
consultation routes; severely restricted routes; and excluded routes. This strategy is 



generally adhered to by all parties. Any timber transport issues are raised with and 
corrected by the effective input of the Timber Transport Officer.  
It should be noted that it is not only timber transport vehicles that use rural roads 
(e.g. farm vehicles, wind farm vehicles, delivery vehicles) all of which may impact on 
rural roads. 
The current Ayrshire Timber Transport Strategy is under review and will be consulted 
on before being finalised. 
 
North Ayrshire Council applies for funding from the Strategic Timber Transport 
Scheme to improve the infrastructure of local roads that are subject to Timber 
Transport movements. In the past substantial sums of money have been allocated to 
improvements in the area. Future funding is subject to successful bids. 
 
North Ayrshire Council would propose that the existing strategy for managing timber 
transport in the area is preforming satisfactorily.  Any issues raised are dealt with 
efficiently and effectively through co-operative working. 
 

 
  


